
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION INFORMATION:   
TOMPKINS COUNTY  

  
ELECTION DATE: MAY 21, 2024  

  
The information provided below was gathered by the League of Women Voters of  

Tompkins County, as of May 7, 2024.  To share corrections or updates, please contact 
lwvtompkins@gmail.com   

  
Many thanks for the assistance provided by our School District Clerks!  

  
NEWFIELD  

  
  
District Clerk: Lori Owens  lowens@newfieldschools.org or 607-564-9955 extension  
4140  
  
School District Website:  https://www.newfieldschools.org/  
  
School Board Website:  https://www.newfieldschools.org/page/board-of-education  
  
Number of members on the School Board:  7  
  
School Board Election Information and Budget Information:  
    https://www.newfieldschools.org/page/newsletters  
  
Number of positions open:  2  
  
Term Length: 3 years  
  
School Board Candidates:   
    Kevin Berggren:  kaleb15@juno.com                   607 227-3736  
    Shana Claar:       sclaar@newfieldschools.org     607 319-9005  
    Timothy Payne:   tpayne@newfieldschools.org    607 227-1007  
  
Candidates statements: pp. 8-10 of the Budget Newsletter at      
https://www.newfieldschools.org/page/newsletters  
  
Propositions:  
  

1. 2024-2025 Budget:  Shall the Board of Education of the Newfield Central 
School District be authorized to spend $25,482,411 for the purpose of operating 
the school district for the 2024-2025 school year and to levy the necessary tax 
thereafter?  
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2. New Vehicle Purchases:  Resolved that the Board of Education of the 
Newfield Central School District is hereby authorized to undertake the acquisition 
of one van, at an estimated maximum cost of $51,000, and either one electric 
school bus, with charging station, or one diesel school bus, at an estimated initial 
maximum acquisition cost of $505,000, but with an estimated net maximum cost 
in either case of $182,750 after the receipt of acquisition and infrastructure 
grants, if applicable, and bus trade-in value, if any; and that such costs, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax to be 
collected in annual installments; and, in anticipation of such tax, debt obligations 
of the school district not to exceed $556,000, or so much as may be necessary, 
shall be issued. The actual expense to the taxpayer will not exceed $233,750 
combined expense for the bus and van.  
  
3. 2024 Capital Reserve Fund:  Resolved, the Board of Education of the 
Newfield Central School District is hereby authorized to establish a capital 
reserve fund pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law to be designated, 
“2024 Capital Reserve Fund” created to defray the cost of the construction, 
reconstruction and equipping of School District buildings, facilities, and land, 
including original equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, furnishings, 
land acquisitions, and other incidental improvements and expenses in connection 
therewith, and in order to accomplish the same, the Board is hereby authorized 
to establish the ultimate amount of such reserve fund to Five Million Dollars 
($5,000,000) inclusive of accrued interest and other investment earnings, with a 
probable term of ten (10) years. The Board of Education is hereby authorized to 
pay funds from the available fund balance, state aid reimbursement to the School 
District on account of capital projects, such other monies as the voters may 
direct, and/or other legally available funds of the School District to such reserve 
fund in an amount determined by the Board of Education up to the maximum 
authorized amount.  
  
4. Public Library Tax Levy:  Shall the proposition be approved authorizing 
the Board of Education of Newfield School District to increase the tax levy from 
seventy-six thousand dollars ($76,000) to the sum of eighty-one thousand dollars 
($81,000) and shall such sum be paid annually to the Trustees of the Newfield 
Public Library.  
  

Budget Hearing and Meet the Candidates:  
    Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 5:30 PM in the HS Library  
  
School Board election/budget mailing:  
    Date of mailing is May 10, 2024, titled “Newfield Central School District Budget  
Newsletter”.  Available online at https://www.newfieldschools.org/page/newsletters  
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Budget Information: https://www.newfieldschools.org/page/newsletters  
  
  3  

Voter requirements    
    To vote in a school district budget vote and board election, you do not need to be a 
registered voter, however, you must:   
    *Be a citizen of the United States;   
    *Be 18 years of age or older;  
    *Be a resident within the district for a period of 30 days preceding the date of the      
vote.  

  
Voting Location:  Newfield Elementary School, Lower Gym, 247 Main St., Newfield 
 
Voting Times:  noon – 9pm 
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